Morning Worship

March 12, 2023
Pastor — Allan Lane
         
            
   
      Organ --- 
Worship Leader — Romey Keith Davis    
   
      Piano — Alva Lou Schottel
As you enter for worship, please silence your cell phones.
(CCLI permit # 424692 covers all copyright song lyrics)

Welcome and Fellowship                             Allan/People

Scripture Reading




 Romey/People

Hymn #364              Send the Light         Romey/People

Worship Prayer                                          Pastor Allan

Missions Moment


  United—Called to Be One
Hymn #382    Serve the Lord with Gladness   Romey/People

Hymn #378              I Am Resolved         Romey/People

Offering Prayer                                      Larry McKahan

Tithes and Offerings                                           People

Offering Music                                    Alva Lou Schottel

Hymn #377            I Will Serve Thee       Romey/People

Hymn #94                  He Is Here            Romey/People

Special Music



   Romey Keith Davis

Message                                            Pastor Allan Lane

Decision #458     Near to the Heart of God    Romey/People

Prayer Concerns 




    Allan/People

Closing #462    We’ll Work Till Jesus Comes   Romey/People

Taking Your Stand

Ephesians 6:10-24

   It was the first day of soccer practice and the coach handed a ball to each player. “Boys,” he said, “I want you to practice shooting on the goal from the spots you might expect to be in during the game.” One of the boys who was pretty much there as a substitute, in fact he was player twelve, immediately sat down on the bench and began shooting the ball toward the goal.
   That boy didn’t expect to play much. Perhaps he was just trying to get a laugh out of his teammates. There are some people who sit the bench, because that’s where they’ve gotten used to being. They never strive to be much more than that, because they don’t believe in themselves enough to put in the extra effort and practice to change their status. And because of that they’re always going to sit on the bench.
   The same can be said for Christianity, it seems we have made it into a spectator sport as well. We just sit in the church building, listen to the songs, listen to the sermons and never really get involved in the game. Christians today need to realize that, like it or not, they are in the game. A battle is being fought and you are on the front lines. If you are not up and ready for battle then you are in danger of being overcome. We need to put our faith into action and get involved in the spiritual battle that is taking place around us.
   Christians today need to realize that, like it or not, they are in the battle. A battle is being fought and you are on the front lines. If you are not up and ready for battle then you are in danger of being overcome. We need to put our faith into action and get involved in the spiritual battle that is taking place around us.

1. Realize the     Enemy    .  (6:10-12)
   Our battle isn’t against anything natural. It is against something far more powerful. It is against the super–natural. We battle against the rulers, authorities and powers of this dark world and those spiritual forces of evil. vs. 12
   Satan is our adversary (vs. 11). Satan – The Scriptures refer to him as the devil, the prince of this world, the god of this sphere, the tempter, and the accuser: He is our enemy. We’re not out to get along with him but to battle him. Realize he is out to destroy, divide, discourage and discredit. Some ignore. Some overreact. What is it we need to realize?
a. His   Strength   .
(10) He is not omnipotent but he is so strong that we are no match for him without God’s strength.
  Satan is a worthy opponent. He even used his powers to tempt Jesus. (Luke 4). If Satan thought he could get to Jesus, where does that leave us? Satan is very real and we need to be prepared to fight him.
b. His   Schemes   .
(11) Watch out for his strategies and subtle ways. He’s very tricky. He is compared to a lion and a dragon. He can destroy a man’s body, home, wealth and friends. Just ask Job. He certainly knew first hand the schemes of the devil.
c. His   Subjects   .
(12) He has a whole host of helpers. Do a personal study of each of these. You will find he commands a host of wicked spirits that influence humanity.
2. Utilize the    Equipment     . (6:13-17)
   Military illustrations were favorites with Paul. Be fully equipped and properly armed. God has given all we need to deal with the devil.
   Our only defense against Satan comes from God (vs 13). God supplies the armor and the weapons. We are the ones who must decide to get off the bench and put it on. The only way to battle Satan and win is with The Full Armor of God. Leaving off any part leaves us with a hole in our defenses.
a. The   Purposes   .
The Purpose of the Equipment (11, 13) “Stand” right in the middle of enemy territory and be both defensive and offensive.
b. The   Pieces   . 
   The Pieces of the Equipment (14-17) make up the Full Christian Armor (vs. 14–18).
1. The Belt of Truth (vs. 14). Belt - Satan is a liar. Only truth will defeat him. The belt holds everything else together. The warrior used the belt to keep the uniform and armor together and in the right place. Truth and honesty when dealing with oneself and with God helps keep
the whole package together. Any weakness must not be denied or covered up, but dealt with openly and truthfully.
2. The Breastplate of Righteousness (vs. 14). Breastplate - Protected vital organs. Guard your heart.
   The breastplate was used to protect the warrior’s vital organs from being pierced with an arrow or other object. Righteousness is doing right in the sight of God or doing God’s will. “Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.” (1 John 3:7)
   By putting on the breastplate of righteousness, we protect ourself from a deathblow by Satan.
3. Feet Fitted with Readiness (vs. 15). Shoes - You need balance and stability.
   The warrior wore shoes or sandals that ensured a proper footing and protection since he must be able to stand sure footed while engaging in battle. An unsure footing would cause him to fall easily. Our sure footing comes from the gospel of peace.
4. The Shield of Faith (vs. 16). Shield - Faith in God destroys Satan’s fiery darts. The shield was used to defend against arrows and other thrown objects. The shield of faith is more than a simple belief in Jesus, it is active. “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17).
5. The Helmet of Salvation (vs. 17). Helmet - He attacks the mind. The helmet of the warrior protected his head so that he could hold his head up and face the enemy in order to see which direction he was coming from. Putting on the helmet of salvation means that the Christian can hold his head high with confidence and face Satan without fear.
6. The Sword of the Spirit (vs. 17). Sword - Use the Word of God.
   The sword was the soldier’s only offensive weapon. The spirit gave us the sword (the word). It is both the wisdom and the power of God. To any assault by the devil it is the only, yet all sufficient weapon. Jesus used the Word of God when He was tempted by Satan in the wilderness.
3. Maximize the    Energy     .  (6:18-24)
   We are instructed to pray in the Spirit (vs. 18). No amount of Armor or weapons can make a man into a good soldier, it takes courage and strength.
   Prayer is what energizes us. We have no strength ourselves; the Christian can only succeed in his battle with Satan with help from God. “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” Phil. 4:13
a. Types of   Prayer   .
 What? Use all kinds of prayer. Praise, confession, petition, requests.
b. Times of   Encouragement   .
   When? At all times.
   Where? In the spirit.
   How? Be aware and alert. Pray about everything.
   Whom? All the saints.
Conclusion
   Look again at verse 13 “having done all to stand, stand.” Having fought to the end, we are to take our stand.
   It takes the FULL armor of God to battle with Satan. We must be active in this battle and pursue the way God has provided to defend ourselves.
   The hymn, ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS, goes like this…
   Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, with the cross of Jesus going on before. Christ, the royal Master, leads against the foe; forward into battle see his banner go!
   At the sign of triumph Satan’s host doth flee; on then, Christian soldiers, on to victory! Hell’s foundations quiver at the shout of praise; brothers, lift your voices, loud your anthems raise.
   Like a mighty army moves the church of God; brothers, we are treading where the saints have trod. We are not divided, all one body we, one in hope and doctrine, one in charity.
   One thing is for sure: We are SOLDIERS in the Army of Jesus Christ.
The enemy has a 3-fold assault going on against us.
• The World, the Flesh, and the Devil.
• We have our own Flesh wanting our old life back.
• We have the World trying to drag us back.
• And we have the Devil making sure it all goes according to plan
   Christians need to realize that it is a Battle not a Playground. In Fuzzy Memories written by Jack Handey writes:
   There used to be this bully who would demand my lunch money every day. Since I was smaller, I would give it to him.
   Then I decided to fight back. I started taking karate lessons, but the instructor wanted $5 a lesson. That was a lot of money. I found that it was cheaper to pay the bully, so I gave up karate.
   Too many Christians believe it’s easier to pay the bully than learn how to defeat him. We must be active in this battle and pursue the way God has provided to defend ourselves.
Fight to the End!
Fulfilling the Mission
   An organization in Montana offered a bounty of five thousand dollars for every wolf captured alive. Two hunters named Sam and Jed decided to head for the hills and make some money capturing wolves. Day and night they scoured the mountains and forests searching for their valuable prey. Exhausted after three days of hunting without any success, they both fell asleep.

   During the night, Sam suddenly woke up to find that he and Jed were surrounded by a pack of fifty wolves, with flaming red eyes and bared teeth, snarling at the two hunters and preparing to pounce. Sam nudged Jed and said, "Wake up, buddy! We’re about to get rich!"

   Sometimes perspective is everything. When it comes to being on mission, the real opportunities only come when we are focused on God and experience Him fully in our lives.

   Most people associate missions with leaving for another city, country, or continent. This is because, technically speaking, we refer to those who have crossed cultural, ethnic, or geographic lines in order to share about Jesus as missionaries. However, mission work includes more than rain forest hikes and transcontinental experiences in faraway places. There is what many call a mission field right on your doorstep. Just because you are not a missionary by occupation, does not mean you don’t live on a mission field. We can fall into the trap of thinking that we aren’t “doing mission work” until we have left our homes and sacrificed comfort, health, security, family, and friends.

   The mission field doesn’t only exist “in the great unknown,” because the mission field is not a place; it’s people who need to hear the good news of Jesus. Our mission field is as close as our neighborhood and as near as our front door. To be a missional church does not mean adding a bunch more programs but building relationships with people that we know and love and that Jesus knows and loves by simply being with them along the journey of life and helping them connect with God as we go along.

   In Matthew 9:37-38 Jesus told His disciples that “the harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”

   Most evangelistic appeals today pitch the Gospel as the way to have an abundant life. “Jesus came to offer you abundant life. Trust in Him and He will give you peace, joy, and a truly happy life.” While all of those claims are true if properly defined, what the salesman hasn’t told the potential customer is that your problems may grow much worse after you have trusted in Christ.

   When we pitch Jesus as a better way to self-fulfillment, we’re promoting an Americanized message that is not identical with the Biblical Gospel. What if the potential convert is from a Muslim background? Will his life be one of trouble-free happiness if he trusts in Christ? His family will disown him and possibly kill him because he converted to Christianity. What if he is from China? He may lose his job or be sent to a labor camp on account of his Christian faith. In 2 Timothy 3:12 Paul says, “Indeed, all who desire to live Godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” We must present a Gospel that is worth suffering for! If you want a comfortable life, stay away from Jesus.
God Bless You!

Bro. Allan  J 
Opportunities  For  Service

Living out Your Spiritual Commitment . . . and Fulfilling Christ’s Divine Plan
Sunday, March 12, 2023
Sunday School ……….. 9:15 am

Morning Worship…....10:30 am
No Nursery/Children’s Church
Ushers: Larry McKahan, Joe Coats, Dillon Burgess, Gary Yarbrough

    Alternate:  Ken Nice
Wednesday, March 15
Prayer and Bible Study …. 6:30 pm 

Thursday, March 16
Lunch Bunch ...……………..  11 am

Food Pantry Day—Thanks, Pam!

Friday, March 17

Saint Patrick’s Day

Sunday, March 19, 2023

Sunday School ……….. 9:15 am

Morning Worship..…..10:30 am
No Nursery/Children’s Church
Ushers:  Fred Kerns, Ken Nice, George Burgess, Addison Liechti

    Alternate:  Gary Yarbrough

Luncheon and Business Meeting …………………..  Noon
Wednesday, March 22
Prayer Warriors ………..  10:30 am

Prayer and Bible Study …. 6:30 pm
Thursday, March 23

Life Celebrators ………...10 am

Faith United Baptist Church
GROW Team

Commit to GROW!  Everyone make a contact! Invite someone to Bible Study and Worship this week. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Lunch Bunch at Le Peep March 16th

Come for lunch and enjoy a time of fellowship and a good meal. Meet at 11 am. Invite someone to join us. 
Food Pantry Day, March 16th
Place your donations in the big basket in the Library. The food is taken monthly to share with the Patee Park Food Pantry. Thanks, Pam!
Business Meeting and Fellowship Luncheon, March 19th

Plan to attend this important time in the life of our church. Decisions that are made require every church member as we seek the Lord’s wisdom and obey His guidance.
Who’s Your One?

Everyone is challenged to identify as Your One a lost person within your circle of influence. Keep praying for Your One. Ask God to give you an opportunity to share your faith with Your One. Be a faithful witness for the Gospel of Jesus!
For the Record-

Attendance:  March 5, 2023
Sunday School …………….  20

       Video Views …………..  06

Morning Worship.................. 26

       Video Views ...………… 13

Wednesday ………………… 07

        Video Views ………….. 09
Financial Record: 
Weekly Budget …….   $ 2,172.54

Offering Received ….  $ 2,476.73

Long Family (Feb)…..  $    230.00

Annie Armstrong ……  $    112.42
Offering Received from:
Lillie Williams

Eric and Shelly Thompson
March Counting Team:
Linda Dotson and Fred Kerns
March Van Driver:
George Burgess - Remember to call the office by 8 am for a ride (816-232-3747).
March Birthdays:
01...Ken Nice

04...Teresa Noyes

05…Sharon Yarbrough

13...Tim Ford

16...Don Sharp

16...Aleana Lane
March Anniversaries
Fred and Linda Kerns

    March 14, 1969
Prayer Requests …

Robert and Charlotte Brinkman

Flora McKahan—shoulder

Joyce Fletchall—Conard’s friend

Charlie Libel—neck and back

Arlette Duty—Sharri

Teresa Noyes—traveling

Don and Mary Sharp

Gina Harr

Gary Yarbrough 

Ellen Lane

Christy Thompson

Marty Sykes—recovery

Lucy and Jose Lopez - moving

Nellie Reynolds—strength

Ray Kellogg

Johnny Pullian—Huff’s friend

Gilbert Becerra—Brigida’s brother

Steve & Teresa Noyes—God’s call

Randy & Gina Harr—God’s call

Addison Liechti

Wyking and Jackson West—Family

Lisa Bowers—Conard’s Daughter

Flo and Jack Conard—strength

Willie Burgess—chemo treatment

Robert Gilmore—on the road

Our Nation—Truth & Righteousness

Matt and Karissa Long and family

Jacob Andes—Swymeler’s grandson

Susie Long—Alice Coat’s Sister

Don Rima—Ellen’s brother

Randy Rima—Ellen’s brother

Rosella & Rick Davis   Pat Puckett

Doris Richardson          Zella Davis

Kevin Duty
            Tim Izer

Shirley Wilson              Alli Adkison

Ann Riddle & James     Kenny Duty

Keon McKahan             Jozy Winans

June Fritchle
             Freda Haney

Nickolay Nazaruk, Peski 2 Church

Our Nation and Leaders

Pastorless Churches

Terrorism—Israel—Ukraine
Today’s Prayer Requests ...

__________________________

__________________________

 

Our Nation and our Leaders ...

 __________________________
 __________________________

Five More New Families…

 __________________________

 __________________________
__________________________

 __________________________
__________________________
