     
        Morning Worship

  January 28, 2018
Pastor — Allan Lane
         
        Organ --- Alva Lou Schottel
Worship Leader — Don Beavers             Piano — Marcia Hart
As you enter for worship, please silence your cell phones.
(CCLI permit # 424692 covers all copyright song lyrics)

Welcome and Fellowship                             Allan/People
Hymn # 2                Holy, Holy, Holy              Don/People
Worship Prayer                                             Allan Lane
Hymn # 197      Rejoice the Lord Is King      Don/People
Hymn # 206        Blessed Be the Name        Don/People
Offering Prayer                                           Bill Schottel
Tithes and Offerings                                           People
Offering Music                                            Marcia Hart
Hymn # 203        His Name Is Wonderful      Don/People
Children’s Worship                    (Children are dismissed)
Scripture Reading    1 Peter 1:1-12             Allan/People
Message                                                      Allan Lane
Hymn # 291     Beneath the Cross of Jesus   Don/People
Prayer Concerns                                        Allan/People
Chorus # 95     Go Tell It on the Mountain    Don/People
 

Security in Spite of Suffering
1 Peter 1:1-12

- His name, Cephas, in the Syriac language, means “rock”

-- One of the original 12 apostles (walked on water)

-- Was at the Transfiguration of Jesus

- Became a leader of the apostles in the first church (Acts 2-4)

-- Performed miracles of healing (Acts 3:6)

- Personal favorite: When Jesus asked him "Who do you say I am?" Peter made that famous statement, "You are the Christ (Messiah) the Son of the Living God." (Matthew 16:15-16)

- But … he had issues:

-- Loud personality (Most outspoken, bold statements) – bull in china shop

-- Denied Jesus when questioned three times

-- Cut off the ear of a soldier (who came to arrest Jesus)

-- Liked to live with one foot in Law (legalism) / one foot in Christ (grace) (Gal 2)

- What we need to see from this is simple: Peter was a regular guy

-- He was a regular guy with an extraordinary mission: Called by Christ!

-- No different than you or I, and if you are a Christian you are called as well 

    In a world hostile to Biblical principles, Peter encouraged his readers they could live without fear because of Christ’s impact on their lives.  Instead of focusing on our problems, we must follow Jesus, Who overcame the world.
1.  Secure in Christ’s     Choice     . (1:1-2)

     The Apostle Peter is writing to a group of believers who found themselves to be “exiles of the Dispersion.”  That is, they were scattered throughout all of Asia Minor, in what is now Northern Turkey.

     The Greek word for “dispersion (in verse 1) was used in Bible days of the Jews who were separated from their homeland.  Here, Peter uses it of Christians who found themselves dispersed (or scattered) from their own homes in places that were strange to them.  You see, the Roman government under Nero had just started to persecute Christians, and many of them had fled for their lives.

     Even so, there is hope for them, AND there is hope for us.
  a. Though   strangers   , we are His    people   .

     Ever been away from home for long periods of time?  Ever been homesick?

  b. Though    scattered    , we enjoy His     presence    .

2.  Secure in Christ’s    Blessing     . (1:3-6)

    He lists four things that Christ has blessed us with.
  a. Blessed with the   New   Birth   .

We can be sure.  Be certain of a glorious future no matter how bad things are today.

Specifically, be sure of your permanent possession in heaven.  Through faith in Christ, God has given us new birth into “a living hope…”
  b. Blessed with a   Living  Hope    .

     The resurrection of Christ gives us a “living hope” in the midst of difficult times.  That means it is a sure hope, a certain hope, not a dead hope.

     A man named George Dixon was a lieutenant in the Confederate Army, who carried around a $20 gold piece that his fiancée had given him in the early days of the war.  During the battle of Shiloh, a union musket ball struck him—actually it struck the gold coin, which saved his life.  From then on, that dented, gold coin went with him wherever he went.  It was his good luck piece, which he was often seen kneading with his fingers.

     Eventually, Lt. Dixon took the coin onto the C.S.S. Hunley, a confederate submarine he staunchly believed could break the Union blockade.  After sinking the U.S.S. Housatonic, the Hunley herself sank, taking Lt. Dixon and his crew to their deaths.  Recently the coin was found when the submarine was raised, a silent testimony to the fact that his golden, good-luck piece could not save him.  It was a false hope, a dead hope; but in the resurrected Lord, Jesus Christ, we have a living hope, a sure and certain hope.

     One pastor put it this way:  “The world offers promises full of emptiness, but Easter offers emptiness full of promise.  Empty cross, empty tomb, empty grave-clothes … all full of promise.”
     Jesus rose from the dead, so we have a living hope.  That means we can live our lives with confidence.  So be sure.  Be certain of a glorious future no matter how bad things get today.

     The resurrection of Christ is a sure and certain fact of history.  His empty tomb and his post resurrection appearances together form two irrefutable pieces of evidence for the resurrection of Christ.

     If the disciples stole Jesus’ body, as the Jewish leaders first claimed, then there is no way to explain His appearances to hundreds of people over a 40-day period after He died, many of which refused to give up their faith in the resurrection even in the face of persecution and death.

     On the other hand, if Jesus’ followers were hallucinating when they claimed to have seen Him, then all somebody had to do was go to the tomb and show them Jesus’ body.  The only explanation that fits both pieces of evidence is the fact that Jesus did indeed rise from the dead.  It is an irrefutable fact of history.

     Think about it.  People say that a virgin birth is impossible.  There is no possible way to enter into life that way, and yet that’s how Jesus came into this world.  In the same way, people say there is no exit from the grave, and yet Jesus literally walked through that door as well.
  c. Blessed with a   Lasting    Inheritance    .

     Notice our inheritance imperishable – It lasts forever.  It is undefiled – literally, it is pure or untainted.  And it is unfading – Its beauty will never be diminished.

     None of our earthly possessions last.  They get spoiled and their beauty fades.  But that will never happen with our heavenly possession.  It is an indestructible inheritance.

     Christ rose from the dead, so be sure of your permanent possession in heaven.  Be sure of your secure salvation.  Be certain that God will protect your soul from now until eternity.  Those who are connected to Jesus Christ find He is the only firm foundation there is.  The winds of adversity may blow, and we might receive some damage, but we remain standing, reinforced by the power of God Himself.  So get connected to Jesus, who died for you and rose again.  Trust Him with your life.  Call upon Him and ask Him to save you from your sins.  Then you too can have the same assurance we have.

  d. Blessed with a   Revealed  Joy    .
     Be glad even during the hard times.  Rejoice even in times of pain. Celebrate even in times of grief.
3.  Secure in Christ’s    Revelation     . (1:6-12)

     Since you have the living hope of a glorious future, you rejoice even though you are grieved by all kinds of trials.

     When our hope is in the Lord, we can rejoice no matter what life throws our way.  Jesus is risen, so be glad even in times of pain.  Then be glad, because of the Praise that will come.  Rejoice, because of the glory our refined faith will produce.  That’s the promise in verse seven.  Trials come only to test our faith, literally to prove it genuine, so much so that in the end we will praise our Lord for what He has done in our lives through those trials.

     In his book, Life before Death, Ian Leitch, a Scottish preacher, talks about three luxury ocean liners, the Queen Mary, the Queen Elizabeth, and the QE2.  He says, “When they built [these ocean liners], they did not test them in dry dock.  They didn't leave them in dry dock and get big hoses on them to see if they would leak.  They got those ships out into the open ocean to put them through sea trials.  These trials were not intended to sink the ship.  These trials were to prove that the ship was seaworthy. 

     In the same way, God sends trials our way, not to sink us, but to prove that our faith is real.  Then, when it is all said and done, we will give Him the praise, the glory and the honor for the great things He will have done.  Warren Wiersbe put it this way:  A realist is an idealist who has gone through the fire and been purified.  A skeptic is an idealist who has gone through the fire and been burned.  If your faith is in anything else but Christ, you will be burned by your trials.  But if your faith is in Christ, those trials will only purify your faith.  So be glad even in times of pain.  Be glad because of the praise that will come.  And be glad because the purpose of your faith is being realized.  Rejoice because your trials are right now bringing you to the goal of your faith, which is your ultimate salvation.

     Hebrews 11:1 shares the truth of true faith:  “Faith is the conviction of things not seen.”  We don’t see Jesus, but we love Him and we are extremely joyful.  That’s true faith, my friends; and because of that faith, we are right now in the process of obtaining the goal of our faith.  The verb in verse 9 is in the present tense. That means it is a present, continuous reality in the life of every believer.  We are right now in the process of obtaining the goal of our faith, which is total and complete deliverance from all sin.

     Dr. David Osborn at Denver Seminary says, “Too often we try to use God to change our circumstances, while He is using our circumstances to change us.”  You see, God is right now in the process of making us like Christ. 
     Think of the process of refining maple syrup.  Maple trees are tapped with buckets hung under the taps, and out drips a sap which is thin and clear, like water.  On a good day, 50 trees will yield 30 - 40 gallons of sap, but it is essentially useless at this point with only a hint of sweetness.

     But as the buckets fill, they are emptied into large bins that sit over an open fire.  The sap comes to a slow boil; and as it boils, its water content is reduced and its sugars are concentrated.  Hours later, it has developed a rich flavor and golden-brown color, but it must be strained several times to remove impurities before being reheated, bottled, and graded for quality.  In the end, those 30-40 gallons of sap are reduced to one gallon of pure, delicious maple syrup, which is far better than the cheap, imitation, colored sugar-water that passes for maple syrup in the grocery store.

     So it is when we come to faith in Christ.  We start like raw, unfinished sap, which could have been tossed aside as worthless.  But God knew what he could make of us.  He sought and found us, and his skillful hands are transforming us into something precious, sweet and useful.  The long and often painful refining process brings forth a pure, genuine disciple easily distinguished from cheap imitations.

     So be glad even in times of pain.  Be glad because of the praise that will come.  Be glad because the purpose of your faith is being realized.  And be glad because of the privilege that is yours through faith in Christ.  Rejoice because of the grace you have received in Him.

     a. Now suffering, then    salvation    .

     b. Now grief, then   glory    .

     c. Now sorrow, then    joy     .
Conclusion:

     In essence these verses are saying, “We have it better than the prophets and the angels.” They longed to see and experience the grace we are experiencing today as believers in the resurrected Christ.

     Jesus is alive, my friends, so be sure and be glad today. Be sure of a glorious future, and be glad even in times of grief today.

Because He lives I can face tomorrow,

Because He lives all fear is gone;

Because I know He holds the future.

And life is worth the living just because He lives. (Gloria and William J. Gaither)
Be Secure!
Are You Getting Closer?

   Over Christmas we visited with several family members, including my sister’s grandson Gunner.  I still can’t seem to get little Gunner’s plea out of my mind. “Get closer to her mama, she loves me.”  It lingers in my thoughts.  I find myself thinking throughout the day, “Get closer to Jesus Ellen, He loves you.” 

 

  Recently I was reading from Max Lucado’s booklet entitled, A Love Worth Giving.  He mentioned how Christ went from commanding angels to sleeping on the straw, from holding the stars to clutching Mary’s finger…the same hand that holds the universe took the nails of soldiers.

  As I ponder those truths, really consider them, I am in awe.  Who could imagine that kind of love?  Jesus considered our place in Heaven over His own place in Heaven. Amazing.  He came here, in one of the most helpless forms possible, a human baby.  This evidence of His unfailing love for mankind is beyond our mental comprehension.  The depth of such love, though I belief it, still I do not fully understand it. 

  And now, I can’t help but consider my part.  He is close, nearer than we could comprehend, waiting for us to make a move toward him.  He’s waiting for us to move toward the One who loves us.  Moving closer to Jesus really does matter.  It is an eternal journey.  I’m not just speaking of salvation.  I mean every second, beyond our initial conversion.  I want to be all in, you know, completely covered.  I want evidence of Jesus not just in me, but on me.  I fear I’m not moving forward with heartfelt devotion… with determination, drive, and continual commitment.  Life sometimes blindsides us.  It keeps us from focusing on the most valuable.  It distracts us from the important stuff.  I pray this year will be a year of drawing nearer to our Lord for all of us.
  It’s going to take some effort to move in His direction.  James 4:8 reminds us to “ Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.”

I love you all,

Ellen
Opportunities  For  Service

Living out Your Spiritual Commitment . . . and Fulfilling Christ’s Divine Plan
Sunday, January 28, 2018

Choir Rehearsal..........  9:00 am

Sunday School ……….. 9:15 am

Morning Worship..…..10:30 am

Nursery:  Volunteers as needed
Ushers: ?  ?  ?  ?, Ken Nice, Don Sharp, Fred Kerns

Alternate:  ? ? ? ?  

 

Diversicare……………..2:30 pm

 

No Evening Services

 

Wednesday, January 31

Prayer / Bible Study ....6:30 pm

Worship Team ……….. 7:30 pm
 

Thursday, February 1

Senior Adult Event at Journey Baptist Church 10 am
 

Sunday, February 4, 2018

Choir Rehearsal…...….9:00 am

Sunday School……...….9:15 am 

Morning Worship…....10:30 am 

Nursery:  Volunteers as needed

Ushers:  John Lewis, Gary Yarbrough, Joseph Coats,  ?  ? ? ?

Alternate:  Larry McKahan

 

January Bible Study…………..

Immediately following the morning service.

 

No Evening Services

 

Monday, February 5

Food Kitchen…………….....5:30

 

Wednesday, February 7

Prayer / Bible Study.... 6:30 pm

Worship Team ……….. 7:30 pm
 

Up-Coming Events.......
January 28 — Diversicare Service 2:30 pm

February 1 — Senior Adult Event at Journey Baptist Church 10 am

February 2 — Groundhog Day!

February 4, 18, and March 4 are January Bible Study Dates.

February 5 — Food Kitchen

February 10 — VBS Directors and Pastors Clinic Rolling Hills 

                          Library annex 10 am– Noon

February 11 — Collection for the Longs

February 12 — Lincoln’s Birthday

February 14 — Valentine’s Day

                     — Prayer Warriors 10 am

February 15 — Food Pantry Day

GROW Team

Commit to GROW!  Everyone make a contact! Invite someone to Bible Study and Worship this week. 
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Nights
We will not meet on Sunday evenings until the weather gets better. 

 

 

Wednesday Night Prayer and Bible Study
   Come pray for the direction of our church.  Please plan to attend and pray at 6:30 pm.

 

 

Diversicare Nursing  Home

Today, January 28, 2018 at 2:30 pm

  Please join us as we minister to those who can no longer attend their own churches.

 

February 1, 2018

Senior Adult Event 

Journey Baptist Church

10:00 am

January Bible Study

Our first January Bible Study will be February 4, followed by February 18 and then finishing on March 4. 

Please plan to join us!

 

Food Kitchen

  We will serve Monday, February 5, at 5:30 pm. Please feel free to join us as we show the love of Christ and minister to those in need.

 

VBS Directors and Pastors Clinic

February 10, 2017

10am—12am

Rolling Hills Library Annex

 

Prayer Warriors

Wednesday, February 14 

at 10:00 am

 

For the Record-

Attendance:     January 21, 2018 

 

Sunday School...........................28

Visitors......................................   9

Total.......................................... 37

Contacts Made..........................   6

Morning Worship....................... 42

Children’s Worship…………….N/A

Wednesday Night ………………  7

 

 

Financial Record:

 

Weekly Budget …….     $ 2,286.39

Offering Received …     $ 2,456.00

Long Family-Jan.……… $   100.00

 

 

Offering Received by Mail:
 

Toni Wyrick

 

 

 

 

 

February Counting Team:

 

Larry McKahan and Jordan Lane

 

 

February Van Driver: 

 

Mike Green

 Remember to call 232-3747

  before 8 am if you need a ride.

 

February Member Birthdays:

 

05...Matthew Mayse

06...Eileen Smith

 

February Anniversaries

 

George and Brenda Burgess

February 25, 1995

Prayer Requests …

Katie McIntosh—surgery recovery

    (Dillon Burgess’s girlfriend)

LoLeta Middleton

Peggy & Gary Fewins—Peggy’s health

Rick and Mary Bruntmeyer

Brigida Winans—scooter free!

Arlette Duty—carpal tunnel

Gina Harr—recovery and strength 

Don Beavers—heart and health

Curtis Conard—recovery

Emily Jones & baby

Cynthia Burdick—cancer recovery

Karissa and Matt Long and family

The Waters Family—guidance

Stephanie & Jason Terpack

Shawna Hughes—home isolation

Larry Danner—cancer

Rosella Davis—Flo Conard’s sister

Mary Sharp’s brother-in-law Jim

Bill Clinton—Don and Mae’s son

Lisa Bowers—Jack and Flo’s daughter

LoLeta Middleton—strength

Elvera’s daughter & daughter-in-law

Zella Davis —Doris Richardson’s sister

Rev. A. B. Brown      Betty Campbell

George Ferbert
         Kevin Duty

Ellen Blanton
         Lois Ulmer

Jim Winans
         Nellie Reynolds 

Madeline Swink         Ann Riddle

Kathryn Beavers         Keon McKahan

Jozy Winans
         Kenny Duty

Pat Means 
         Buddy Means

Bill & Juanita             Debbie Sands

Pat Puckett                 Judy Anderson

Brenda Burgess          Roscoe Lane

Carolyn Houts            Tim Izer

Nickolay Nazaruk, Peski 2 Church

David and Deborah Grace 

Our Nation and Leaders

Our Military Service people

Today’s Prayer Requests ...

__________________________

__________________________

 

Our Nation and our Leaders ...

 __________________________
 __________________________

Five More New Families…

 __________________________

 __________________________
__________________________

 __________________________
__________________________
